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SOUTHWOOD 
Homeowners Association Newsletter 

September Calendar 

Torrance City Council Meetings 

6:30 p.m. Virtual or at  

3031 Torrance Blvd. 
9.12 & 9.26 

 

TUSD Board Meeting 

7 p.m. Virtual or at TUSD Board 

Room, 2336 Plaza del Amo 

9.5 (Tuesday) & 9.18  

 

 

Looking to 

Hire Now!  

We have an immediate opening on 

our Newsletter Delivery team! We 

need a student or student partnership 

(middle school to high school age) 

to deliver our monthly newsletter in 

the area west of Palos Verdes Blvd. 

between Torrance Blvd. and 

Sepulveda. The pay is $50/month. 

Newsletters are delivered from 

September until June.  

This is a great way to serve your 

community and make some extra 

cash. Please contact us via email at 

southwood.homeowners@gmail.com 

or via call or text at 424.226.6428. 

 

 

Scanning Southwood 
 

If you have news to share related to 

births, deaths, marriages, new jobs, 

just moved in, moving away, etc., 

please let us know. Call or text us at 

424.226.6428 or email us at 
southwood.homeowners@gmail.com. 

 

Southwood Homeowners Association 
4733 Torrance Blvd. #155, 90503 

424.226.6428 

southwood.homeowners@gmail.com 

Facebook.com/southwoodHOA 

www.southwoodhomeowners.com 

 

 

mailto:southwood.homeowners@gmail.com
mailto:southwood.homeowners@gmail.com
mailto:southwood.homeowners@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/SouthwoodHOA/
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SHA General Meeting Recap 
 

On May 16, 2023, Southwood HOA held a General meeting at Anza Elementary. 

Here are some highlights from our speakers: (link to recording) 
 

 Bridgett Lewis, District 2 Councilmember 

 Anza Ave. will be repaved this summer from Del Amo to Sepulveda. 

 Gable House will be replaced with a 200 unit apartment complex, ex-

Toyota property has plans for 6 apartment developments. 

 Sheila Poisson, Torrance Finance Director 

 The original projection of $18M from SST (the increased 0.5% sales tax) 

was exceeded. The projection for next year is ~22M. 

 In November of 2022, our rating was AA- (negative outlook). Now we are 

rated AA (stable). City reserves went from low of $600K to $44.7M. 

 Michelle Ramirez, Community Development Director 

 Per state passed bills in 2020, sidewalk vending is allowed, but vendors 

have to get the right county and city permits. If a vendor is in violation, 

the city can only issue administrative citations. 

 Removal of sidewalk vendors in violation can only be done with the 

involvement of County officials. A joint taskforce of City and County 

officials periodically addresses sidewalk vendors in violation. 

 Chris Kuebert, Sanitation Services Manager 

 Organic waste (food, grass, tree trimmings) should all go into the Green 

Bin. See the City of Torrance brochure for more details. 

 Do NOT put plastic bags of any kind (compostable or not) into the Green 

Bin due to processing plant limitations.  

 Starting in 2024, Torrance will be auditing routes for compliance to the 

organic waste rules (but would not be punitive yet). 

 Mike Griffiths, City Councilmember on Local Zoning Control 

 In recent years, the State has passed laws that take land zoning out of the 

hands of the City. It started in 2016 when statewide standards were 

adopted for ADUs (Accessory Dwelling Units). In 2021, SB 9 passed 

allowing R1 zoned properties to be split with up to 3 units on each half. 

 

Restaurant Row 

Replacements 
 

Are you wondering what will be 

replacing the restaurants that have 

been torn down on Hawthorne and 

Torrance Blvd.? 
 

The Marie Callenders site is being 

redeveloped as a multi-tenant, quick 

service restaurant building. The 

incoming tenants are Board & Brew, 

The Kebab Shop and Marugame 

Udon. 
 

Elephant Bar is being replaced with 

Pho Hue Oi, serving popular Hue 

and Vietnamese dishes. 
 

The former Souplantation will be 

converted to office use. 

 

Parks & Rec Report  
By Ed Candioty 

 

Coyote Abatement Service continues 

on a daily basis. Double digit 

sightings have been reported by the 

public over the last couple of 

months, with two coyotes captured 

by the vendor contracted to assist. 

Always keep your distance if a 

coyote is sighted, protect small pets 

and contact Animal Control with the 

sighting location as soon as possible. 

 

Doggie “Dooty” 

This article from February 2021 

bears repeating as it continues to be 

an issue in our neighborhood. 
 

Are you being a good  

neighbor and doing your 

“dooty” picking up after  

your pet? How about when your kids 

take their best buddy out for a walk? 

There have been instances of people 

kindly using a bag, but then leaving 

the bag hidden in a neighbor’s nicely 

landscaped yard. Please remember 

the golden rule “Do unto others…”, 

as no one wants to deal with others' 

doggie deposits. 

 

 

Keep Streets and Property Free of Debris 
 

Are leaves from your tree(s) overrunning your property, or maybe just your 

neighbor’s downwind property? Please be aware if your tree is causing the 

blanket of leaves over nearby lawns, sidewalks and gutters. Address the problem 

of leaves and debris in the following ways:  
 

 Trim the Tree – If it is a City tree in the parkway, obtain a no-charge permit 

from the City first. Property owners are responsible for contacting the pre-

approved contractor and for all costs associated with the work. Call 

310.781.6900. 
 

 Avoid piling leaves or other debris in the streets or gutters. The Street 

Sweeper already collects an average of 11-12 tons of trash and debris a day.  
 

 Keep the street in front of your home dry on street sweeping days. Street 

sweepers are more effective when the street is dry. 
 

 Keep long twigs and branches out of the street, alley, and gutter. Street 

sweepers have difficulty removing this type of debris. 
 

 Never pour oil, antifreeze, paints or any other liquids or hazardous materials 

in the streets, gutters, storm drains, alleys, or on the ground.    

 

https://youtube.com/live/SITNvRYO0V0?feature=share
https://www.torranceca.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/80936/638149007688130000


September 2023 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Thank you for 

joining SHA! 

We are a little behind last year with 

our member count. Please join us! 

This list is based on dues received 

from 5.12 to 8.16. 

Richard & Lisa Bejarano 

Peter Kappelos 

Sophia & Philippe Neveu 

Barry Northan 

Denis & Valerie Rodgers 

 

Haven’t joined/renewed yet?  

Please go online at 

southwoodhomeowners.com/join to 

either print a membership form and 

mail it in, or join securely online. 

 

 

Oversized Vehicles 

Parking Rules 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1.  Residents must register their 

oversized vehicle with the City for 

$25. Residents will receive a sticker 

to adhere to the left rear bumper. 
 

2.  Residents who wish to 

temporarily park their oversized 

vehicle in front of their home for up 

to 3 consecutive days (72 hours), 

must pre-purchase "daily paperless 

parking permit(s).” Residents are 

eligible for a maximum of 96 daily 

paperless parking permits per year 

with a maximum of 24 daily 

paperless permits per quarter.  
 

3.  To activate the daily paperless 

permits, residents call the Torrance 

Police Department at 310.618.5636. 

 

If you find that an oversized vehicle 

is not following the rules above, you 

may call TPD Traffic Division at 

310.618.5557.   

 

See the City website for more info. 

Environmental Science: A Timely Discipline 

 
As climate change becomes more prevalent, West High School student Kaitlyn 

Matthews shares the importance of the AP Environmental Science Class: 
 

AP Environmental Science is based around the health of the environment and 

problem-solving. Climate change has become a massive part of everyday life. The 

course provides a better understanding on food chains and how different habitats 

provide for certain species, but problem-solving is the main factor of the course. 

This is one of the few classes that can actually give a step forward to making the 

world a better place. You will figure out different ways to plant crops to prevent 

erosion and water loss, and how to lessen the amount of water runoff in more 

urbanized areas.  
 

This class puts a different perspective on life. We will start to think about how we 

are going to live the rest of our lives. What car you want to buy in the future may 

not be the best for the environment and without taking this class you may never 

think about that. However it is super important to think about what the world will 

look like for future generations if we do not start acting now.  

  

TUSD Reports Year-End Highlights 
By Kim Nokes 

 

 Haley Yang, an Anza 1
st
 grader, was one of five Torrance students who 

represented TUSD at the 2023 Invention Convention Americas event in July. 

Her invention was an Anti-Gravity Tissue Case.  
 

 The Torrance Rose Float Association announced West High senior, Jodie 

Cheng, as the winner of the float design contest. The 2024 parade theme is 

“Celebrating a World of Music” and Jodie’s design depicts baby 

hummingbirds calling for their mother.  
 

 The West High Football team organized and hosted a football minicamp for 

Friendship Foundation participants. The Friendship Foundation is a South Bay 

nonprofit that creates inclusive opportunities for students with special needs. 
 

 TUSD hosted educational representatives from the Hsinchu City, Taiwan 

Government Education Department, and various Hsinchu junior high, 

elementary schools, and the National Tsing Hua University. The guests visited 

summer school classes at Anza Elementary. 
 

 Anza Elementary was named a California Distinguished School. 
 

 West High School  

 Digital Speech and Debate – National eChampions 

 Academic Decathlon Team – County and State Finalists 

 eSports Team – Regional Champions 

 Girls & Boys Cross Country Teams – CIF Finalists 
 

 TUSD Advertising Campaign 

 As enrollment dips in our District and statewide, TUSD is working to 

creatively market the district schools to prospective families. A recently 

filmed commercial will be posted on social media, aired on Citicable, and 

featured on the District website. Students of parents who work in 

Torrance may be eligible to attend TUSD schools via an interdistrict 

permit transfer. The staff at the Family Welcome and Enrollment Center 

can help with the required process. 

 

 All of the students and staff featured in the video are actual employees or 

http://www.southwoodhomeowners.com/join
https://www.torranceca.gov/our-city/community-development/planning-/permits-applications/oversized-vehicle-resident-visitor-registration-forms/resident-oversized-vehicle-trailer
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For advertising information, email southwood.homeowners@gmail.com or call 424-226-6428 

All advertisers’ phone numbers are in the 310 area code. 

Please support the Southwood Advertisers. 
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ADT • Tamria Hale Murphy • Corporate Solutions Advisor • Here for any of your security needs • Residential or Business 
Save up to 50% off an Alarm system and/or CCTV • SHA Member • Tamirahalemurphy@adt.com ..........................................................430-6227 
 

www.ArtExperienceStudio.com ..................ART CLASSES, CAMPS, PARTIES for kids & adults • Art Portfolio Prep • 4721 Torrance Blvd • 365-9287 
 

BARRY NORTHAN •  Internet Sales Manager • Scott Robinson Honda • SHA Member • barry.northan@scottrobinsonhonda.com ...........634-9594 
 

CORNERSTONE • Windows & Patio Doors • Replacement Experts • Entry Doors • Free Estimates • License #565275  
www.cornerstonewindows.comResident & Homeowner, Tony Szik • SHA Member •  ..............................................................................325-4700  

 

DARYN T. NISHIKAWA, DDS, INC. • General, Special Care, Implant and Sports Dentistry • Private Family Practice • Accepts all PPO Insurances 
Southwood Resident and Homeowner • 3556 Torrance Blvd, Suite #C • www.NishikawaFamilyDentistry.com • SHA Member .................543-1655 
 

DON LEE FARMERS INSURANCE • We specialize in Home and Auto Insurance and can handle everything from the perfect home to ones that 
might need a little help. • License #0533775 • SHA Member • dlee@farmersagent.com ...........................................................................297-2050 
 

FISCHER-LLC • Roofing • Exterior Painting • Seamless Rain Gutters • License #1038635-B, C-39, C-33, C-43 • Southwood Resident 60+ yrs  
Licensed • Bonded • Workers Comp Ins • Liability Ins • Bill & Shelly Fischer • SHA Member .....................................................................534-1462 
 

JIM CULLETT PLUMBING & ROOTER • In Torrance Since 1980 • S.L. #389387 • Drain & Sewer Cleaning • Pipe Locating 
General Residential Repairs & Installations .................................................................................................................. .792-9008 or Cell: 634-8488 
 

JOHN KOWAN TERMITE CONTROL • Owner Operated • Serving the South Bay over 35 years • Southwood Resident & Homeowner 
www.johnkowantermite.com • email kowantermite@verizon.net • SHA Member ...................................................................................540-2395 
 

KIMBERLY DONER • Compass • Southwood Resident & Specialist • www.kimberlydoner.com • SHA Member 
Realtor with over 115 five-star reviews on Zillow and over 65 five-star reviews on Yelp  ...........................................................................720-7933 
 

MARILYN WRIGHTSMAN • SRES • KW South Bay • SHA Member • "Count on Marilyn" for all your real estate needs.........................…...508-0464 
 

MUSIC LESSONS • Piano.Guitar.Ukulele • Teaching 45 years locally • All ages • Rosine Sorbom • SHA Member .......................................316-3592 
 

OAKLEY PLUMBING INC • Clog Removal • Leak Repair • Faucets • Toilets • Valves • Water Heaters • Garbage Disposals • Gas Piping  
Locate & Camera Sewers • Free Estimates • Reasonable Rates • License #926402 • Bonded & Insured • SHA Member.............................200-5431 
 

O’NEIL & ASSOCIATES REALTORS • 3987 Pacific Coast Highway • Torrance 90505 ............................................... Office: 370-1020 or Cell: 365-6846 
 

PACIFICA COMPOUNDING PHARMACY •  Specializing in individualized treatment options & integrative approaches to your healthcare needs for 
nearly 40 years • 23560 S. Madison St., #112, Torrance 90505 • www.pacificapharmacy.com • email pacificacompoundrx@gmail.com ..530-0831 
 

POSTAL SOLUTIONS INC • Owned & Veteran operated • Notary Public No Appt Necessary • Shipping: FedEx, USPS, UPS, DHL • Printing 
Private Mailboxes & Package Receiving • Serving Southwood for 43 yrs, Arnie Goldstein • 4733 Torrance Blvd • SHA Member................371-7184  
 

REAL ESTATE • RE/MAX • Peter Kappelos • Buying or Selling • Lived in the area for over 30 years with 22 years exp. • SHA Member ......908-1578 
 

SOUTH BAY FINANCIAL PARTNERS • Do you have a family with small children, own a business, or are just getting started adulting? We've  
helped clients just like you. Whether you're looking to save time, want support as a DIYer, or struggle with financial decisions, we're here to 
help. Learn more about our services, prices, and fiduciary duty. • SHA Member • southbayfinancialpartners.com ...................................792-4189 
 

SOUTHWOOD PRE-SCHOOL • Len Ingalls • Serving Southwood families since 1969 • SHA Member ...........................................................540-9084 
 

TAYLOR ROOFING • Roofing the South Bay since 1971 • Rod Taylor • Fully Insured • License #399009 • SHA Member .............................378-7733 
 

THE BEST HANDYMAN • Indoor & Outdoor Fix-It Projects and Renovations • Minor Plumbing & Electrical • Grab Bars • Gutter   
Cleaning • Gate & Fence Repairs • Fully Insured • Reliable, Professional, & Knowledgeable • Larry Corrao • SHA Member ......................722-6025 
 

TUTOR • Melissa Sterzick • Reading & Writing all ages • College Essays •  Math K-5 • SHA Member .........................................................634-6031 
 

UK ELECTRIC • Licensed Electrician • Tony • License #806903 • SHA Member….........................................................................................753-7079 
 

VALENTINE CONSTRUCTION • Kitchen & Bathroom Remodels • Room Additions • Home Repairs • Decks & Fences • Doors & Windows      
41 Years’ Experience • Free Estimates • Fully Insured • License #655063 • Resident/SHA Member ...........................................................749-5571 
 

VICTOR THE BODY MAN • Autobody work and paint • Well-known in the South Bay • Offering excellent repair work at low prices .........503-0566 
 

WOODS ACE HARDWARE • Serving Southwood and its neighbors since 1954 • John Spreitzer • SHA Member  
www.woodshardware.comM-F: 8 AM-7 PM. Sat: 8 AM - 6 PM. Sun: 9 AM - 5 PM •  .................................................................................540-5355

 

SOUTHWOOD NEWSLETTER ADVERTISING DIRECTORY 
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