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SOUTHWOOD 
Homeowners Association Newsletter 

December Calendar 

Torrance City Council Meetings 

6:30 p.m. at 3031 Torrance Blvd. 
12.12 & 12.19 
 

TUSD Board Meeting 

7 p.m. via Teleconference or TUSD 

Board Room, 2336 Plaza del Amo 

12.11 (Organizational Meeting) 

 

 

Holiday Concert! 

Los Cancioneros Master Chorale 

will perform a medley of the most 

beloved Christmas carols along with 

a Hanukkah song, an audience 

holiday sing-along, and some 

Christmas comedy! Sunday, 12.17, 

7:00 p.m., at the Armstrong Theatre, 

3330 Civic Center Drive; $35 adults, 

$25 students. Call 310.781.7171 or  

go to LCMasterChorale.com. 

 
 

 

Message from Your President 

Happy Holidays, everyone!  
 

Thank you to those who have already joined/renewed their Southwood 

HOA memberships! If you haven’t joined yet, please send in your 

membership form today (printed on page 3), or go online to 

www.southwoodhomeowners.com/join to join/renew.  
 

When you become a member, you will also receive a link to the 

Newsletter via a monthly email. Since our articles frequently include 

links to sites with more information, having the online version makes 

accessing these links much more convenient. 
 

Your membership dues support the monthly newsletter, an annual 

scholarship, gifts to our local elementary and middle schools, candidate 

forums, speaker forums, meet & greets with local officials, along with  

community social events. 
 

Laurie Craig, SHA President 
 

 

Christmas Tree Lot  
 

Support the West High School 

Marching Band and Color Guard! 

 

West High School Parking Lot 

20401 Victor St., Torrance 

(corner of Victor and Del Amo) 

 

Lot open from 12/1 til 12/16 

Mon – Fri: 3:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 

Sat – Sun: 10:00 a.m. – 9:00 p.m. 

 

Optional: Pre-order now thru 

11/26 for pickup starting 11/29 

 

whsentertainmentunit.com/shop 

 

Southwood Homeowners Association 
4733 Torrance Blvd. #155, 90503 

424.226.6428 

southwood.homeowners@gmail.com 

Facebook.com/southwoodHOA 

www.southwoodhomeowners.com 

 

Coyote Prevention  

While we live with coyotes year round, coyote activity typically increases 

from October through March. In September 2022, Torrance City Council 

increased trapping to year-round, 7 days a week. Please be sure to report 

any coyote sightings via the 24 hour coyote hotline 310.618.3898 or the 

MyTorranceCA app.  
 

Here are some tips from the At-Home Coyote Prevention List: 

 Store pet food indoors and feed pets indoors 

 Remove water attractants such as pet water bowls 

 Don’t overflow trash bins and keep lids tight 

 Pick ripened fruit off trees and off the ground 

 Safeguard Pets (neighborhood incidents have occurred recently) 

o Keep pets indoors when not supervised 

o Walk pets on a leash no longer than 6 feet 

 

https://www.lcmasterchorale.com/
http://www.southwoodhomeowners.com/join
https://www.whsentertainmentunit.com/shop
mailto:southwood.homeowners@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/SouthwoodHOA/
https://www.torranceca.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/79855/638108525696500000
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Initiative Postponed 
 

The Our Neighborhood Voices 

initiative was submitted to State 

Attorney General Bonta. His office 

has the power to give the initiative a 

“Title & Summary.” The organizers 

of this initiative felt his office gave a 

false and misleading “Title & 

Summary.” They wrote a letter to his 

office expressing this and urged him 

to give a fair assessment of the 

initiative, as was the case in 2021. 
 

The organizers came to a tough 

decision to not proceed with the 

current, misleading “Title & 

Summary.” They don’t have enough 

time to sue the AG’s office and 

gather 1 million California voter 

signatures to qualify for the 2024 

election. However, they have not 

given up and will try to get on the 

ballot again in 2026. 
 

Current housing laws passed in 

Sacramento (multi-units allowed on 

single family lots) override local 

zoning laws. As more communities 

become aware of these laws, the Our 

Neighborhood Voices volunteer base 

continues to grow. 
 

Feel free to join ONV every 

Wednesday at 6 p.m. on Zoom for 

information and/or questions at 

ourneighborhoodvoices.com. 
 

 

Anza Resurfacing 
 

Unfortunately, resurfacing of Anza 

Ave. between Del Amo Blvd. and 

Sepulveda Blvd. will not take place 

until Spring 2024 according to staff 

at the City Street Operations office. 

We originally reported it would 

happen by Fall 2023.  

 

 

Correction 
 

Last month’s “Blast from the Past” 

article mistakenly reported the name 

John Litzinger as the first SHA 

president. His name is actually Joe 

Litzinger. 

 

Torrance in Action City Updates 
 

On November 2, 2023, the City held an online webinar to provide updates 

on various City issues. Here are the highlights: 
 

 Mayor George Chen - New Friendship Cities partnerships have been 

initiated this year. As described in the Mayor’s City Press release from 

March 15, 2023, “By expanding our partnerships abroad with 

wonderful cities in Taiwan like Changhua and Tainan, and hopefully 

Hwaseong, Korea, we are creating unique opportunities to share on a 

global scale the Why Torrance experience… I hope to develop support 

in various industries like biomedical and biotechnology, education, 

student exchanges and much more.” 
 

 Community Development Director Michelle Ramirez - Torrance 

prohibits manufacturing and retail sales of both medical and adult-use 

cannabis. The City recently initiated a task force to investigate and 

enforce state and city regulations. She also pointed out that the City’s 

efforts to ensure sidewalk vendors follow the city and county codes 

have resulted in a drastic drop in the number of unpermitted vendors. 
 

 Police Chief Jay Hart – Torrance has seen great improvements in retail 

crime after police used extra patrols and other resources at the hot spot 

retail locations. Torrance is also part of the LA County organized retail 

crime task force with 111 arrests already. Some of these crime groups 

are actually coming from outside the state of CA to take advantage of 

the more relaxed laws in our state.  
 

 Finance Director Sheila Poisson - The SST measure is forecast to bring 

in $23 million this fiscal year. About $12 million will go towards 

maintaining public safety and to our homelessness response efforts. 

About 8 million will go towards the City’s fiscal sustainability. 

 

TUSD School Board Report 
By Kim Nokes 

 

The Torrance Unified School Board recognized 10 staff members as their 

2023 - 2024 Employees of the Year during the Board of Education Meeting 

held on October 16. The following employees were selected for their 

outstanding commitment to the continued success of TUSD students:  

 Marie Brashears, Position Control Coordinator, District Office 

 Jaime Castaneda, Lead Material Support Technician, Warehouse 

 Desiree De La Cruz, Library Media Specialist, Jefferson Middle 

School 

 Rebecca Hester, Resource Teacher, Educational Services 

 Ian Kempton, Director Maintenance and Operations, District Office 

 Chizuko Morimoto, Teacher, Wood Elementary School 

 Parisa Razavi, Adult Education Teacher ABE/ASE, Hamilton Adult 

School 

 Lawrence Shaw, Custodian, Magruder Middle School 

 Nancy Ton, Teacher, Madrona Middle School 

 Julie Wood, Teacher, South High School 

 

https://ourneighborhoodvoices.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CWS2EKOd_Lo&t=3285s
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Membership Application 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Please mail completed form and check to Southwood Homeowners Association, 4733 Torrance Blvd. #155, Torrance, CA 

90503. Or, join online at www.southwoodhomeowners.com/join.  
 

Annual Dues run from January through December. New members’ voting rights begin 30 days after receipt of dues. 
 

Please check appropriate category (only one fee is required per address):    

 Residing within the Southwood Area – Voting Member  ...............................................................  $20.00 

 Residing outside the Southwood Area – Non-Voting Member (to cover mailing costs) ...............  $25.00 

Checks payable to “Southwood Homeowners Association”.  
(SHA is classified by the IRS as a 501(c)(4) organization. Membership fees/donations are generally not deductible as charitable 

contributions for federal income tax purposes.) 
 

Yes, I want my Membership Card:           Let me know if I can help (observer, special events):  

 

Name of Member(s): ________________________________________________________________________________  

 

Address:  ______________________________________________ City:  ___________________  Zip:  _____________  

 

Email Address (please PRINT):  ______________________________________________  Phone:  _________________  

 

Optional donation to support SHA scholarships, school gifts, etc.: $  _______________________________ (Thank you!) 

  

Additional Comments:  ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

We never share your email, etc. with any third parties. Emails used for monthly newsletters, voting and occasional notices. 
Contact us at southwood.homeowners@gmail.com or 424-226-6428 or www.southwoodhomeowners.com/contact-us.  

Thank You to All Who Have Joined the 

Southwood Homeowners Association for 2024! 

 This list is based on dues received up to 11.7. Additional names will be listed in the January Newsletter. 

 
Judy Alexander 

Kent & Melinda Amano 

Mark & Sharon Angelos 

Chris & Nita Arora 

Randy & Rana Baba 

Warren & Sevenju Berkey 

Christel Bochard 

Darlene Marie Bowen 

Matt & Claudia Brubaker 

Sandy Bruce 

William & Joan Campbell 

Steven & Judith Chamberlain 

Mark & Nancy Chen* 

Reiche Wang & Wanda Chung 

Valdean Clark & Rebecca Clark* 

William & Susan Cochrane 

Michael & Christina Cole 

Alex & Cora Colwell 

Alfred Cooper 

Laurie & Brad Craig 

Carlos  & Eva Cruz-Aedo 

Steve & Sarah D'Anjou 

Kha & Phuong Do 

Kim Doner 

G. Eng & S. Dreifuss 

Joseph B Ellis & Robert K Ellis 

Wayne & Jeanie Ely 

Henry & Naomi Endow 

Joy & Bob Feldman 

Carla Ferreyra 

Pascal & Carolyn Finkenbeiner 

 

Monte & Jean Furuya* 

Jennifer Gerhardt 

Tom & Lynn Gibson 

Joseph D. Gualtiere 

Monica & Alfred Hagan 

Tom & Gayle Hall 

Mary Halligan 

Bruce & Gail Harris 

Tom & Kim Hascup 

Bill & Diane Hathaway* 

Jackson Henry 

Richard & Kathy Hills 

Jerry & Pam Hilty* 

Howard Ho 

Floyd & Maral Horton 

Robert & Susan Johnson 

Linda Jung 

Lisle G. Kendall 

Young K. Kim 

Tim & Daphne King 

John & Debra Kowan 

Patricia Kupsa* 

Arthur Kuwahara 

Don & Jean Lee 

Andrew Lee 

Howard & Mary Jo Little 

Michael & Jovona Ludwig 

Roman & Jadine Luz 

Gary & Susan MacLean 

John & Suzanne Marjala 

Mary & Ron Marra 

 

Sylvia Martinez 

Martin & Karen Matsunaga 

Christie McCallister 

Barbara McCamant* 

Betty Lillie McCarthy 

Violet Meeks 

Pam Metz 

Frank & Lyn Miles* 

Sandi Monda* 

Larry & Linda Morford 

Dennis & Velda Morioka 

Allen & Vivien Morita 

Wally & Ursula Murker 

Charles & Ruth Murrey 

Joseph & Christy Nadarajah 

Daryn & Camille Nishikawa 

Jim & Kim Nokes 

Mrs. Constance Notch 

Bryan & Doris Oakley 

Donna OConnell 

Robert & Nancy Oelsner 

Jarlath & Diane Oley 

Gilbert & Nancy Orabuena 

Gary & Verne Palmer 

Michelle Payne 

David & Marie Peters 

Jim Pugliese 

Joe & Susan Robelotto 

Steve & Anita Sack 

Willard J Salmon 

Mas & Emi Sayano 

 

Sondra Scofield 

Ken & Kathy Scruggs 

Tarun & Monidipa Sharma 

James Steven & Anita Shearer* 

Kim & Dale Sheckler 

Rosine Sorbom 

Jim & Lana Speer 

John & Donna Spreitzer 

Mark & Melissa Sterzick 

Joy Sun 

Steve & Jan Swigart 

Maureen & Fred Tafoya 

Rodney & Alma Tajima 

Kathy Takemura 

Philip Thomas 

Crystal & Thanathep Trinooson 

Michael & Kathy Valentine 

Joseph & Grace Velez 

Helga Wagener 

Chung-Ting Wang & Ling-Chun 

Wang 

James & Jodine Watkinson 

Pat & Jim Webb 

Ron Wong & Sylvia Webber 

Michael C & Lauren Williams 

Lynne Woike 

Howard & Marilee Wood* 

Marilyn Wrightsman 

Marlys Zotti 
 

           *Charter Member 

http://www.southwoodhomeowners.com/join
mailto:southwood.homeowners@gmail.com
http://www.southwoodhomeowners.com/contact-us
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For advertising information, email southwood.homeowners@gmail.com or call 424-226-6428 

All advertisers’ phone numbers are in the 310 area code. 

Please support the Southwood Advertisers. 

. 

 
 

ADT • Tamria Hale Murphy • Corporate Solutions Advisor • Here for any of your security needs • Residential or Business 
Save up to 50% off an Alarm system and/or CCTV • SHA Member • Tamirahalemurphy@adt.com ..........................................................430-6227 
 

www.ArtExperienceStudio.com ..................ART CLASSES, CAMPS, PARTIES for kids & adults • Art Portfolio Prep • 4721 Torrance Blvd • 365-9287 
 

BARRY NORTHAN •  Internet Sales Manager • Scott Robinson Honda • SHA Member • barry.northan@scottrobinsonhonda.com ...........634-9594 
 

CORNERSTONE • Windows & Patio Doors • Replacement Experts • Entry Doors • Free Estimates • License #565275  
www.cornerstonewindows.comResident & Homeowner, Tony Szik • SHA Member •  ..............................................................................325-4700  

 

DARYN T. NISHIKAWA, DDS, INC. • General, Special Care, Implant and Sports Dentistry • Private Family Practice • Accepts all PPO Insurances 
Southwood Resident and Homeowner • 3556 Torrance Blvd, Suite #C • www.NishikawaFamilyDentistry.com • SHA Member .................543-1655 
 

DON LEE FARMERS INSURANCE • We specialize in Home and Auto Insurance and can handle everything from the perfect home to ones that 
might need a little help. • License #0533775 • SHA Member • dlee@farmersagent.com ...........................................................................297-2050 
 

FISCHER-LLC • Roofing • Exterior Painting • Seamless Rain Gutters • License #1038635-B, C-39, C-33, C-43 • Southwood Resident 60+ yrs  
Licensed • Bonded • Workers Comp Ins • Liability Ins • Bill & Shelly Fischer • SHA Member .....................................................................534-1462 
 

JIM CULLETT PLUMBING & ROOTER • In Torrance Since 1980 • S.L. #389387 • Drain & Sewer Cleaning • Pipe Locating 
General Residential Repairs & Installations .................................................................................................................. .792-9008 or Cell: 634-8488 
 

JOHN KOWAN TERMITE CONTROL • Owner Operated • Serving the South Bay over 35 years • Southwood Resident & Homeowner 
www.johnkowantermite.com • email kowantermite@verizon.net • SHA Member ...................................................................................540-2395 
 

KIMBERLY DONER • Compass • Southwood Resident & Specialist • www.kimberlydoner.com • SHA Member 
Realtor with over 123 five-star reviews on Zillow and over 80 five-star reviews on Yelp  ...........................................................................720-7933 
 

MARILYN WRIGHTSMAN • SRES • KW South Bay • SHA Member • "Count on Marilyn" for all your real estate needs.........................…...508-7653 
 

MUSIC LESSONS • Piano.Guitar.Ukulele • Teaching 45 years locally • All ages • Rosine Sorbom • SHA Member .......................................316-3592 
 

OAKLEY PLUMBING INC • Clog Removal • Leak Repair • Faucets • Toilets • Valves • Water Heaters • Garbage Disposals • Gas Piping  
Locate & Camera Sewers • Free Estimates • Reasonable Rates • License #926402 • Bonded & Insured • SHA Member.............................200-5431 
 

O’NEIL & ASSOCIATES REALTORS • 3987 Pacific Coast Highway • Torrance 90505 ............................................... Office: 370-1020 or Cell: 365-6846 
 

PACIFICA COMPOUNDING PHARMACY •  Specializing in individualized treatment options & integrative approaches to your healthcare needs for 
nearly 40 years • 23560 S. Madison St., #112, Torrance 90505 • www.pacificapharmacy.com • email pacificacompoundrx@gmail.com ..530-0831 
 

REAL ESTATE • RE/MAX • Peter Kappelos • Buying or Selling • Lived in the area for over 30 years with 22 years exp. • SHA Member ......908-1578 
 

SANDY BRUCE • Remax Estate Properties • Southwood Resident and Expert • SHA Member 
Helping you Sell, Buy, Invest, or Lease • Realtor & Mentor • www.sandy-bruce.remax.com .....................................................................988-8211 
 

SOUTH BAY FINANCIAL PARTNERS • Do you have a family with small children, own a business, or are just getting started adulting? We've  
helped clients just like you. Whether you're looking to save time, want support as a DIYer, or struggle with financial decisions, we're here to 
help. Learn more about our services, prices, and fiduciary duty. • SHA Member • southbayfinancialpartners.com ...................................792-4189 
 

SOUTHWOOD PRE-SCHOOL • Len Ingalls • Serving Southwood families since 1969 • SHA Member ...........................................................540-9084 
 

TAYLOR ROOFING • Roofing the South Bay since 1971 • Rod Taylor • Fully Insured • License #399009 • SHA Member .............................378-7733 
 

THE BEST HANDYMAN • Indoor & Outdoor Fix-It Projects and Renovations • Minor Plumbing & Electrical • Grab Bars • Gutter   
Cleaning • Gate & Fence Repairs • Fully Insured • Reliable, Professional, & Knowledgeable • Larry Corrao • SHA Member ......................722-6025 
 

TUTOR • Melissa Sterzick • Reading & Writing all ages • College Essays •  Math K-5 • SHA Member .........................................................634-6031 
 

UK ELECTRIC • Licensed Electrician • Tony • License #806903 • SHA Member….........................................................................................753-7079 
 

VALENTINE CONSTRUCTION • Kitchen & Bathroom Remodels • Room Additions • Home Repairs • Decks & Fences • Doors & Windows      
41 Years’ Experience • Free Estimates • Fully Insured • License #655063 • Resident/SHA Member ...........................................................749-5571 
 

VICTOR THE BODY MAN • Autobody work and paint • Well-known in the South Bay • Offering excellent repair work at low prices .........503-0566 
  

WOODS ACE HARDWARE • Serving Southwood and its neighbors since 1954 • John Spreitzer • SHA Member  
www.woodshardware.comM-F: 8 AM-7 PM. Sat: 8 AM - 6 PM. Sun: 9 AM - 5 PM •  .................................................................................540-5355
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