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SOUTHWOOD 
Homeowners Association Newsletter 

October Calendar 

Torrance City Council Meetings 

6:30 p.m. Virtual or at  

3031 Torrance Blvd. 
10.17 & 10.24 

 

TUSD Board Meeting 

7 p.m. Virtual or at TUSD Board 

Room, 2336 Plaza del Amo 

10.2 & 10.16  

 

 

Position 

Filled!  

Thank you to those who applied for 

the open position on our Newsletter 

Delivery team! We were able to 

quickly fill the position and form a 

waitlist for future openings. 

Thank you to all the students on our 

delivery team! They work hard to 

deliver each newsletter on the porch 

of 2200 homes every month. 

 

Free Recycling & 

Paper Shredding 

Saturday, October 14, 8 a.m. – noon 

Torrance City Hall Employee 

Parking Lot (Near Torrance 

Courthouse off Maple Ave.) 

 Bring proof of Torrance residency 

 Paper: Limit 8 boxes or bags 

 Bring TVs, monitors, cell phones, 

small appliances and other 

electronics  

 Hazardous waste NOT accepted 

 www.TorranceRecycles.org 

 

Southwood Homeowners Association 
4733 Torrance Blvd. #155, 90503 

424.226.6428 

southwood.homeowners@gmail.com 

Facebook.com/southwoodHOA 

www.southwoodhomeowners.com 

 

 

Community Event a Success! 

Southwood HOA hosted a Community Event at Paradise Park on 

Saturday, September 16. We had a terrific turnout with well over 100 

people of all ages enjoying the afternoon! 
 

At least a dozen Torrance Police officers stopped by and many stayed the 

whole time. The officers had fun playing games with the kids and talking 

to residents. When the Torrance Fire Department arrived, families quickly 

descended upon the fire engine and paramedic truck. Mayor George Chen, 

a resident of Southwood, also came by to chat with neighbors. 
 

It was a pleasure watching parents and their kids try out the variety of 

carnival games and play equipment. Every child took home a prize and 

everyone who attended got a free ice cream bar to enjoy. 
 

Southwood HOA Board is so pleased with the turnout and hopes to have a 

similar event next year! 
 

 

Thank you, Torrance Police 

& Fire Departments! 

https://torrancerecycles.org/
mailto:southwood.homeowners@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/SouthwoodHOA/
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Metro C Line Extension Update 
 

The Metro C Line Extension is LA Metro’s plan to extend light rail from 

the Redondo Beach (Marine) Station to the new Torrance Transit Center 

(on Crenshaw Blvd. just south of Del Amo Blvd.). This would provide a 

one-seat ride from Torrance to LAX, Inglewood and the Metro E Line.  

 

LA Metro is evaluating 3 alignments for the extension – one using the 

existing Metro Right of Way elevated, one using the same route except 

trenched, and one going down Hawthorne Blvd. There is also a “No Build” 

option which Torrance City Council recently considered. 

 

The City of Torrance will be providing its input on the issue sometime 

before a final recommendation of the Locally Preferred Alternative (LPA) 

is presented to the Metro Board on October 26. Once the Metro Board 

selects a Locally Preferred Alternative, cities cannot override or appeal this 

decision. 

 

Torrance residents can voice their opinions to LA Metro directly 

(greenlineextension@metro.net), or to the Torrance City Council 

(CityCouncil@TorranceCA.gov).  

 

For more information on the Metro C Line Extension, go to 

www.metro.net/projects/green-line-extension/. 

 

 

Apple at Del Amo 
 

A new Apple Store will come to the 

Del Amo Mall in December! The 

company will invest 5 million 

dollars and the new store will be 

located in the area of the mall near 

Nordstrom. 

 

Parks & Rec Report  
By Ed Candioty, Vice Chair Parks & 

Rec Commission 

 

As soon as city plan checks for the 

Legacy Partners apartment complex 

at Carson and Del Amo Circle are 

approved, a very generous donation 

by Legacy will be used to upgrade 

the playground equipment at 

Paradise Park.  

 

Environmental 

Commission Report 
By John-Milo Ernst 

 

The Environmental Quality and 

Energy Conservation Commission 

saw a presentation by Climate Smart 

Award Recipient, Jim Montgomery, 

about water usage. The commission 

members also debriefed the City 

Yard Open House from June 10, 

2023. The Climate Smart Award 

Program is active again, and the 

commission is seeking nominations 

for all categories of the award. More 

information can be found on the 

Environmental Commission page of 

the city website. 

 

 

Scanning Southwood 
 

Welcome to the Neighborhood! 
 

Connor & Bonnie Kelsay (Carmen) 
 

If you have news to share related to 

births, deaths, marriages, new jobs, 

just moved in, moving away, etc., 

please let us know. Call or text us at 

424.226.6428 or email us at 
southwood.homeowners@gmail.com. 

 

 

City Council Votes for Changes to Airport 
 

At the July 25, 2023, Torrance City Council meeting, several measures 

were approved to reduce airplane noise: 
 

 Touch-and-go training operations are banned on weekends and city 

holidays and are restricted to 10 a.m. – 6 p.m. on weekdays. An effort 

by Councilmember Sheikh to consider implementing a total ban on 

touch-and-goes received concurrence and will be discussed in October. 
 

 All planes not based in Torrance and Torrance-based fixed-wing flight 

schools with fleets of 4+ planes will pay landing fees. Exempted are 

military, public safety and medical flights, and Robinson Helicopter. 

Landing fees are expected to bring in $368,133 annually. 
 

 A 1977 resolution that caps the number of flight schools to six will be 

enforced. There are currently eight flight schools, so the city will not 

renew the licenses of the two newest ones set to expire at the end of 

this year.  
 

 City staff to study expanding the noise-monitoring system as well as 

report back to council within 12 months on a timeline for phasing out 

leaded gas.  
 

 A voluntary letter of agreement with the flight schools was approved. 

Flight schools are banned from using the south pattern for training, 

must wait until reaching the shoreline to turn, will use other airports 

whenever possible, and stagger flights to avoid saturating airspace. 

 

mailto:greenlineextension@metro.net
mailto:CityCouncil@TorranceCA.gov
http://www.metro.net/projects/green-line-extension/
https://www.torranceca.gov/government/city-clerk/commissions-and-advisory-boards/environmental-quality-and-energy-conservation-commission
mailto:southwood.homeowners@gmail.com
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It’s Never Too Early 

to Join SHA! 

Our official membership drive starts 

next month, but any memberships 

received after September 1 will go 

towards the remainder of this year 

and all of next year.  

 

This list is based on dues received 

from 9.1 to 9.14. 

Shane & Lauren Vultee 

Thomas & Maria O’Brien 

 

Please go to our website to either 

print a membership form and mail it 

in, or join securely online at 

southwoodhomeowners.com/join. 

 

 

School Gifts 
 

Southwood HOA is proud to 

announce $1400 was gifted to both 

Anza Elementary and Jefferson 

Middle Schools in August 2023.   

 

Anza Principal Catherine Di 

Vincenzo reported the gift would be 

used to fund Chromebooks as many 

of them are outdated. 

 

Jefferson Principal Lisa Nunes 

responded, “Wow! What a 

blessing!!! We just found out we 

need a new power washer and 

honestly I wasn’t sure where we 

would come up with the funds. This 

is amazing!” 

 

 

Audit Report 
 

As our bylaws require, an audit was 

performed at our fiscal year-end. 

Lynne Woike presented the Audit 

Report for September 1, 2022, to 

August 31, 2023. It was concluded 

that all government forms have been 

filed and the financial records of the 

SHA have been examined and found 

to be correct. 

 

 

 

Local Control Initiative Update 

 

The Our Neighborhood Voices initiative was 

submitted to Attorney General Bonta’s  

office for title & summary on July 13, 2023. 

Once, the Attorney General prepares and  

issues the title & summary, proponents of 

the initiative will have 180 days to collect 

over 1 million California  voter signatures  

in order to qualify for the November 2024  

election. 

 

Recently passed laws allow developers to build multi-unit buildings next to 

single-family homes. If this initiative is approved by the voters, it will 

return local zoning to our locally elected officials. 

 

To learn more, view the draft initiative and/or donate, go to 

ourneighborhoodvoices.com. 

 

TUSD School Board Report 
By Kim Nokes 

The Superintendent’s Report from the September 5 School Board Meeting 

included the following highlights: 

 Traffic Safety 

The Torrance Police Department issued an official statement reminding us 

all to be extra careful, slow down, and follow the speed limit as we travel to 

and from schools with our students.  
 

“Please drive like it is your child, grandchild, niece or nephew walking or 

riding their bike to school,” Torrance Police Sergeant David Koenig said. 

“Pick-up and drop-off times can be hectic, but it’s important to be patient 

and stay safe as children are getting to and from school. It is better to be 

slow than sorry.” 

 

 Students Ride the Metro for Free This Year! 

Thanks to the support of the Board of Education, TUSD is now partnering 

with L.A. County Metro to offer the GoPass Program this school year. The 

GoPass will allow all students to ride public transportation for free 

throughout L.A. County until June 30, 2024. The transportation options 

include Metro Bus and Rail, Torrance Transit, Gardena Transit, LADOT 

Dash, Long Beach Transit, Norwalk Transit, etc.  

 

 City and School Partnership 
Mayor George Chen and City Councilmembers Sharon Kalani (District 4) 

and Asam Sheikh (District 3) joined the School Board to sign an updated 

partnership agreement between the School District and the City of 

Torrance.  

 

http://www.southwoodhomeowners.com/join
https://ourneighborhoodvoices.com/
https://www.tusd.org/communications/files/documents/Back%20to%20School%20Safety%20Month%20%20%20Press%20Release%20-%20August%2014th%20,%202023%20(1).pdf
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For advertising information, email southwood.homeowners@gmail.com or call 424-226-6428 

All advertisers’ phone numbers are in the 310 area code. 

Please support the Southwood Advertisers. 
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ADT • Tamria Hale Murphy • Corporate Solutions Advisor • Here for any of your security needs • Residential or Business 
Save up to 50% off an Alarm system and/or CCTV • SHA Member • Tamirahalemurphy@adt.com ..........................................................430-6227 
 

www.ArtExperienceStudio.com ..................ART CLASSES, CAMPS, PARTIES for kids & adults • Art Portfolio Prep • 4721 Torrance Blvd • 365-9287 
 

BARRY NORTHAN •  Internet Sales Manager • Scott Robinson Honda • SHA Member • barry.northan@scottrobinsonhonda.com ...........634-9594 
 

CORNERSTONE • Windows & Patio Doors • Replacement Experts • Entry Doors • Free Estimates • License #565275  
www.cornerstonewindows.comResident & Homeowner, Tony Szik • SHA Member •  ..............................................................................325-4700  

 

DARYN T. NISHIKAWA, DDS, INC. • General, Special Care, Implant and Sports Dentistry • Private Family Practice • Accepts all PPO Insurances 
Southwood Resident and Homeowner • 3556 Torrance Blvd, Suite #C • www.NishikawaFamilyDentistry.com • SHA Member .................543-1655 
 

DON LEE FARMERS INSURANCE • We specialize in Home and Auto Insurance and can handle everything from the perfect home to ones that 
might need a little help. • License #0533775 • SHA Member • dlee@farmersagent.com ...........................................................................297-2050 
 

FISCHER-LLC • Roofing • Exterior Painting • Seamless Rain Gutters • License #1038635-B, C-39, C-33, C-43 • Southwood Resident 60+ yrs  
Licensed • Bonded • Workers Comp Ins • Liability Ins • Bill & Shelly Fischer • SHA Member .....................................................................534-1462 
 

JIM CULLETT PLUMBING & ROOTER • In Torrance Since 1980 • S.L. #389387 • Drain & Sewer Cleaning • Pipe Locating 
General Residential Repairs & Installations .................................................................................................................. .792-9008 or Cell: 634-8488 
 

JOHN KOWAN TERMITE CONTROL • Owner Operated • Serving the South Bay over 35 years • Southwood Resident & Homeowner 
www.johnkowantermite.com • email kowantermite@verizon.net • SHA Member ...................................................................................540-2395 
 

KIMBERLY DONER • Compass • Southwood Resident & Specialist • www.kimberlydoner.com • SHA Member 
Realtor with over 115 five-star reviews on Zillow and over 65 five-star reviews on Yelp  ...........................................................................720-7933 
 

MARILYN WRIGHTSMAN • SRES • KW South Bay • SHA Member • "Count on Marilyn" for all your real estate needs.........................…...508-7653 
 

MUSIC LESSONS • Piano.Guitar.Ukulele • Teaching 45 years locally • All ages • Rosine Sorbom • SHA Member .......................................316-3592 
 

OAKLEY PLUMBING INC • Clog Removal • Leak Repair • Faucets • Toilets • Valves • Water Heaters • Garbage Disposals • Gas Piping  
Locate & Camera Sewers • Free Estimates • Reasonable Rates • License #926402 • Bonded & Insured • SHA Member.............................200-5431 
 

O’NEIL & ASSOCIATES REALTORS • 3987 Pacific Coast Highway • Torrance 90505 ............................................... Office: 370-1020 or Cell: 365-6846 
 

PACIFICA COMPOUNDING PHARMACY •  Specializing in individualized treatment options & integrative approaches to your healthcare needs for 
nearly 40 years • 23560 S. Madison St., #112, Torrance 90505 • www.pacificapharmacy.com • email pacificacompoundrx@gmail.com ..530-0831 
 

POSTAL SOLUTIONS INC • Owned & Veteran operated • Notary Public No Appt Necessary • Shipping: FedEx, USPS, UPS, DHL • Printing 
Private Mailboxes & Package Receiving • Serving Southwood for 43 yrs, Arnie Goldstein • 4733 Torrance Blvd • SHA Member................371-7184  
 

REAL ESTATE • RE/MAX • Peter Kappelos • Buying or Selling • Lived in the area for over 30 years with 22 years exp. • SHA Member ......908-1578 
 

SOUTH BAY FINANCIAL PARTNERS • Do you have a family with small children, own a business, or are just getting started adulting? We've  
helped clients just like you. Whether you're looking to save time, want support as a DIYer, or struggle with financial decisions, we're here to 
help. Learn more about our services, prices, and fiduciary duty. • SHA Member • southbayfinancialpartners.com ...................................792-4189 
 

SOUTHWOOD PRE-SCHOOL • Len Ingalls • Serving Southwood families since 1969 • SHA Member ...........................................................540-9084 
 

TAYLOR ROOFING • Roofing the South Bay since 1971 • Rod Taylor • Fully Insured • License #399009 • SHA Member .............................378-7733 
 

THE BEST HANDYMAN • Indoor & Outdoor Fix-It Projects and Renovations • Minor Plumbing & Electrical • Grab Bars • Gutter   
Cleaning • Gate & Fence Repairs • Fully Insured • Reliable, Professional, & Knowledgeable • Larry Corrao • SHA Member ......................722-6025 
 

TUTOR • Melissa Sterzick • Reading & Writing all ages • College Essays •  Math K-5 • SHA Member .........................................................634-6031 
 

UK ELECTRIC • Licensed Electrician • Tony • License #806903 • SHA Member….........................................................................................753-7079 
 

VALENTINE CONSTRUCTION • Kitchen & Bathroom Remodels • Room Additions • Home Repairs • Decks & Fences • Doors & Windows      
41 Years’ Experience • Free Estimates • Fully Insured • License #655063 • Resident/SHA Member ...........................................................749-5571 
 

VICTOR THE BODY MAN • Autobody work and paint • Well-known in the South Bay • Offering excellent repair work at low prices .........503-0566 
 

WOODS ACE HARDWARE • Serving Southwood and its neighbors since 1954 • John Spreitzer • SHA Member  
www.woodshardware.comM-F: 8 AM-7 PM. Sat: 8 AM - 6 PM. Sun: 9 AM - 5 PM •  .................................................................................540-5355

 

SOUTHWOOD NEWSLETTER ADVERTISING DIRECTORY 

mailto:southwood.homeowners@gmail.com
mailto:Tamirahalemurphy@adt.com
http://www.artexperiencestudio.com/
mailto:barry.northan@scottrobinsonhonda.com
http://www.cornerstonewindows.com/
https://www.nishikawafamilydentistry.com/
mailto:dlee@farmersagent.com
http://www.johnkowantermite.com/
mailto:kowantermite@verizon.net
http://www.pacificapharmacy.com/
mailto:pacificarx@gmail.com
http://southbayfinancialpartners.com/
http://www.woodshardware.com/

