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Southwood & West Torrance HOAs present: 
 

District 2 City Council 

Candidate Forum 
 

February 7, 2024 
7:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 

(doors open 6:30 p.m.) 
 

Bert Lynn Middle School 
5038 Halison St. 

 
District 2 has two candidates running for City Council in the 

March 5, 2024 Election. Bridget Lewis and Andrew Lee will 

present their views on a range of topics during our Q&A style 

forum. Come get to know the candidates to make your best, 

informed decision.  
 

Questions may be submitted by 5:00 p.m., February 6, via email to 

southwood.homeowners@gmail.com, or voicemail at 

424.226.6428, or in-person at the forum by 6:45 p.m.* 
 

The forum will be live-streamed and recorded as well. If you are a 

member, we will email the link for the live-stream. Additionally, 

we will post the link on our website and Facebook page. For more 

information about the two candidates, please see their websites: 
 

Andrew Lee: www.andrewleetorrance.com 

Bridget Lewis: www.lewisfortorrance.com 
 

*The hosts reserve the right to edit or omit questions. 

 

SOUTHWOOD 
Homeowners Association Newsletter 

February Calendar 

Torrance City Council Meetings 

6:30 p.m. at 3031 Torrance Blvd. 
2.6 & 2.27 

 

TUSD Board Meeting 

7 p.m. TUSD Board Room 

2336 Plaza del Amo 

2.5 (Recognition) & 2.20 (Tuesday) 

 

South Bay Quilters Show 

10 a.m. – 4 p.m. at Cultural Arts 

Center. For more information, go to  

www.southbayquiltersguild.org. 

2.17 – 2.18 

 

South Bay’s Got Talent Show 

7 p.m. – 9:30 p.m. at Armstrong 

Theatre. See the best talent the South 

Bay has to offer at the 9
th
 annual 

talent competition. 2.24 

 

 

Mayor’s  

Community Meeting 
 

February 28, 2024 
 

6:00 – 8:00 p.m. 
 

City Council Chamber 

3031 Torrance Blvd. 
 

Mark your calendars and join 

Mayor Chen at the first Mayor's 

Community Meeting of the new 

year!  

 

Don't miss out on this great 

opportunity to stay up-to-date on 

important issues and topics that 

are happening in our community. 

 

Southwood Homeowners Association 
4733 Torrance Blvd. #155, 90503 

424.226.6428 

southwood.homeowners@gmail.com 

Facebook.com/southwoodHOA 

www.southwoodhomeowners.com 

 

mailto:southwood.homeowners@gmail.com
https://www.southwoodhomeowners.com/
https://www.facebook.com/SouthwoodHOA
https://andrewleetorrance.com/
http://www.lewisfortorrance.com/
http://www.southbayquiltersguild.org/
mailto:southwood.homeowners@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/SouthwoodHOA/
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TPD’s E-Bike Safety Program 
 

At the January 9
 
City Council meeting, Torrance  

Police Department’s Lieutenant Chad Farley presented TPD’s New  

E-Bike Safety Program. The police will be focusing on the following 

public awareness measures: 
 

 The inherent hazards of riding on the street 

 Applicable vehicle and municipal codes 

 Habits that will keep you and your property safe 

 Promotion through schools and social media 

While there is definitely concern in the community over the speed and 

increase in the number of e-bikes, there has been no significant increase 

in the number of traffic collisions involving e-bikes in Torrance. As noted 

by Lieutenant Farley, this is in contrast to neighboring cities  
 

It is important for parents to understand they are liable and can be charged 

for any damage or injuries caused by their child on an e-bike. Children 

need to be especially careful when they ride on the sidewalk to watch for 

cars backing out and they should yield to pedestrians. Common violations 

are two people on an e-bike, not honoring stop signs, and speeding. 
 

Please be sure your kids know the rules and be safe out there!  

s 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

New Laws for 2024 
 

Each new year brings with it new laws for Californians. Here is a list of 

some of these new laws: 
 

 SB 700 – Prohibits an employer from requesting information about an 

applicant's prior cannabis use. 

 AB 1228 –Raises the minimum wage of fast-food workers to $20/hour 

in April (national fast-food chains with more than 60 establishments). 

 SB 525 – Increase the minimum wage of some health care workers in 

June and will eventually reach $25 for all health care workers by 2033. 

 SB 616 – Requires employers to allow a minimum of 5 paid sick days a 

year for hourly and salary workers. 

 AB 28 – Imposes an 11% tax on firearms and ammunition to help fund 

violence prevention programs. 

 AB 360 – Establishes the “Ebony Alert” for missing young Black 

women and children. 

 AB 452 – Eliminates the statute of limitations for victims of childhood 

sexual assault that occurs on or after January 1. 

 AB 12 – Starting in July, landlords may not charge more than one 

month’s rent for a security deposit. 

 SB 4 – Allows places of worship or independent higher education 

institutions to build a housing development on their property “by right.” 

 AB 1084 – Requires retailers to have a gender-neutral toy section. 

 SB 478 – Requires websites to show the actual cost of a service or item 

upfront starting in July (i.e. hotel stays, event tickets, food delivery). 

Parks & Rec Report 
By Ed Candioty, Vice Chair Parks & 

Rec Commission 

 

At the direction of the Torrance City 

Council, the Parks & Recreation 

Commission was tasked with finding 

a park in our city that could 

accommodate a possible off-leash 

dog park for its citizens. Two safe 

and secure enclosures would be 

necessary, one for small dogs and 

another for larger pets.  

 

After surveying many of our parks, 

Columbia Park has been selected for 

further review and consideration. 

With a number of restrictions and 

required maintenance reviews, a 

recommendation will be presented if 

it is decided that Columbia Park 

would be a suitable site. City 

Council would then review the 

project and give final approval. 

 

 

Scanning Southwood 
 

If you have news to share related to 

births, deaths, marriages, new jobs, 

just moved in, moving away, etc., 

please let us know. Call or text us at 

424.226.6428 or email us at 
southwood.homeowners@gmail.com. 

 

 

Back by Popular 

Demand 
 

My wife told me to stop 

impersonating a flamingo. I had to 

put my foot down. 
 

Adam & Eve were the first ones to 

ignore the Apple terms and 

conditions. 
 

If attacked by a mob of clowns, go 

for the juggler. 
 

Most people are shocked when they 

find out how bad I am as an 

electrician. 
 

I used to think I was indecisive. But 

now I’m not so sure. 

mailto:southwood.homeowners@gmail.com
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Thank you to all who have joined the  

Southwood Homeowners Association for 2024! 
 This list is based on dues received from 12.13.23 to 1.8.24. Please 

join/renew now! Go to southwoodhomeowners.com/join.    

 
The Akker Family 

Vonnie & Darryl Beckman* 

Jim & Teresa Biedenbender 

Eulogio & Sonia Cabotaje 

Steve & JoAnn Carriger 

Rita Carroll 

Elena Castillo 

Dan & Nancy Cowden 

Richard & Debbie Cunningham 

Daniel & Janet Donaldson 

Gerry Donatz 

Elizabeth Dye 

Todd & Laura Ellenberger 

 

Ameneh & Steve Ernst 

Aaron Falk 

Debby Fisher 

Joseph & Lois Fortunato 

Susan & Dane Harrison 

Jerry & Patricia Hershberg 

Randy & Christine Hollis 

Marshall & Margie Jones  

Paul Kasper 

Teresa Kawasjee 

Glenn Ito & Deborah Koch 

Frank Kraus* 

Steve & Masako Kubo 

 

Candice Levinson 

Bridget Lewis 

Stephanie Liu 

Joanne & Jason Moore 

Myles & Emi Morimoto 

Raul & Maritza Rodriguez 

Reva Schuster 

Chip & Karen Smith 

Mel & Desiree Solberg 

Samuel Sung 

Rob & Denise Tang 

John & Jennifer VanderVennet 

Daryl & Alison Wakuta 
 

                  *Charter member 

 

 Bars of soap 

 Deodorant 

 Shaving gel 
 

Will SHA Continue? 
 

Southwood HOA is in search of a 

new leader. After five years, Laurie 

Craig will be stepping down as 

president in September, but will 

remain on the board and will be 

happy to advise and help a new 

leader for our Homeowners 

Association.  
 

If you recently retired from a job or 

PTA position, being a part of the 

Southwood Homeowners Board is a 

wonderful way to keep active and 

serve the community! 
 

The main activities of the president 

are to run the monthly meetings (we 

are dark in the summer), help plan a 

general meeting in the spring and 

optionally one more event for the 

year (candidate forum, community 

park event), and monitor the 

occasional emails.  
 

The board is a friendly, supportive 

group. Everyone is very dependable 

in their various positions.  
 

Join us for a meeting or two and see 

what you think. We meet the first 

Thursday of the month at 7 p.m. 

with some people coming in person 

and some joining on Zoom. Email 

southwood.homeowners@gmail.com or 

leave a voicemail or text at 

424.226.6428. Thanks! 

 

Discover Torrance  
 

The “Discover Torrance” website (discovertorrance.com) promotes 

Torrance as a great place to visit for vacationers as well as for business 

meetings or team-building getaways.  

 

The website gives a nice overview of all the wonderful things about 

Torrance. They even have one and two-day itineraries to help plan a short 

stay in Torrance. The “Sun, Surf & Shopping in Torrance” itinerary really 

encapsulates the highlights of our city! Here’s the suggested activities 

paraphrased: 
 

 Head to Torrance Bakery for their Buttermilk Sticks and stroll 

down Historic Old Torrance. 
 

 Be transported to Japan inside Mitsuwa Marketplace with shops 

and restaurants serving authentic Japanese food. 
 

 Stroll through the gardens of South Coast Botanic Garden or, if 

you’re visiting on a Tuesday or Saturday, swing by the Farmers 

Market at Wilson Park. 
 

 The next day, stroll along Torrance Beach and take in the 

beautiful views of the Palos Verdes Peninsula. 
 

 Start your shopping spree at Del Amo Fashion Center, South 

Bay’s premier retail destination. 
 

 At the mall, take a break with a nice pedicure at Sugar Nail. “Eat 

colorfully” at Lemonade and choose from hot and cold seasonal 

dishes. 
 

 Watch chefs make dumplings at Din Tai Fung, a one-of-a-kind 

restaurant specializing in soup dumplings and noodles. 

  

https://www.southwoodhomeowners.com/join
mailto:southwood.homeowners@gmail.com
https://discovertorrance.com/
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www.ArtExperienceStudio.com ..................ART CLASSES, CAMPS, PARTIES for kids & adults • Art Portfolio Prep • 4721 Torrance Blvd • 365-9287 
 
CHANTAL SKIN CARE SALON • Lash Extensions • Facials • Waxing • European Techniques • New Client Discounts  
4172 Pacific Coast Hwy #104, Torrance 90505 • SHA Member • chantalskincaresalon.com ................................. Salon: 378-7280 or Cell: 259-9169 
 
CORNERSTONE • Windows & Patio Doors • Replacement Experts • Entry Doors • Free Estimates • License #565275  

www.cornerstonewindows.comResident & Homeowner, Tony Szik • SHA Member •  ..............................................................................325-4700  
 
DARYN T. NISHIKAWA, DDS, INC. • General, Special Care, Implant and Sports Dentistry • Private Family Practice • Accepts all PPO Insurances 
Southwood Resident and Homeowner • 3556 Torrance Blvd, Suite #C • www.NishikawaFamilyDentistry.com • SHA Member .................543-1655 
 
DON LEE FARMERS INSURANCE • We specialize in Home and Auto Insurance and can handle everything from the perfect home to ones that 
might need a little help. • License #0533775 • SHA Member • dlee@farmersagent.com ...........................................................................297-2050 
 
JIM CULLETT PLUMBING & ROOTER • In Torrance Since 1980 • S.L. #389387 • Drain & Sewer Cleaning • Pipe Locating 
General Residential Repairs & Installations .................................................................................................................. .792-9008 or Cell: 634-8488 
 
JOHN KOWAN TERMITE CONTROL • Owner Operated • Serving the South Bay over 35 years • Southwood Resident & Homeowner 
www.johnkowantermite.com • email kowantermite@verizon.net • SHA Member ...................................................................................540-2395 
 
KIMBERLY DONER • Compass • Southwood Resident & Specialist • www.kimberlydoner.com • SHA Member 
Realtor with over 123 five-star reviews on Zillow and over 80 five-star reviews on Yelp ............................................................................720-7933 
 
MARILYN WRIGHTSMAN • SRES • KW South Bay • SHA Member • "Count on Marilyn" for all your real estate needs.........................…...508-7653 
 

MUSIC LESSONS • Piano.Guitar.Ukulele • Teaching 45 years locally • All ages • Rosine Sorbom • SHA Member .......................................316-3592 
 
OAKLEY PLUMBING INC • Clog Removal • Leak Repair • Faucets • Toilets • Valves • Water Heaters • Garbage Disposals • Gas Piping  
Locate & Camera Sewers • Free Estimates • Reasonable Rates • License #926402 • Bonded & Insured • SHA Member.............................200-5431 
 
O’NEIL & ASSOCIATES REALTORS • 3987 Pacific Coast Highway • Torrance 90505 ............................................... Office: 370-1020 or Cell: 365-6846 
 
PACIFICA COMPOUNDING PHARMACY •  Specializing in individualized treatment options & integrative approaches to your healthcare needs for 
nearly 40 years • 23560 S. Madison St., #112, Torrance 90505 • www.pacificapharmacy.com • email pacificacompoundrx@gmail.com ..530-0831 
 
REAL ESTATE • RE/MAX • Peter Kappelos • Buying or Selling • Lived in the area for over 30 years with 22 years exp. • SHA Member ......908-1578 
 
SANDY BRUCE • Remax Estate Properties • Southwood Resident and Expert • SHA Member 
Helping you Sell, Buy, Invest, or Lease • Realtor & Mentor • www.sandy-bruce.remax.com .....................................................................988-8211 
 
SOUTH BAY FINANCIAL PARTNERS • Woman-owned • 30+ yrs in financial planning • Empowering you to navigate money decisions, 
ensuring a secure future for you & your family • 30+ year Resident & SHA Member • Visit bit.ly/SBFPlocal..............................................792 4189 
 
SOUTHWOOD PRE-SCHOOL • Len Ingalls • Serving Southwood families since 1969 • SHA Member ...........................................................540-9084 
 
TAYLOR ROOFING • Roofing the South Bay since 1971 • Rod Taylor • Fully Insured • License #399009 • SHA Member .............................378-7733 
 
THE BEST HANDYMAN • Indoor & Outdoor Fix-It Projects and Renovations • Minor Plumbing & Electrical • Grab Bars • Gutter   
Cleaning • Gate & Fence Repairs • Fully Insured • Reliable, Professional, & Knowledgeable • Larry Corrao • SHA Member ......................722-6025 
 
TUTOR • Melissa Sterzick • Reading & Writing all ages • College Essays •  Math K-5 • SHA Member .........................................................634-6031 
 
UK ELECTRIC • Licensed Electrician • Tony • License #806903 • SHA Member….........................................................................................753-7079 
 
VALENTINE CONSTRUCTION • Kitchen & Bathroom Remodels • Room Additions • Home Repairs • Decks & Fences • Doors & Windows      
41 Years’ Experience • Free Estimates • Fully Insured • License #655063 • Resident/SHA Member ...........................................................749-5571 
 
VICTOR THE BODY MAN • Autobody work and paint • Well-known in the South Bay • Offering excellent repair work at low prices .........503-0566 
  
WOODS ACE HARDWARE • Serving Southwood and its neighbors since 1954 • John Spreitzer • SHA Member  

www.woodshardware.comM-F: 8 AM-7 PM. Sat: 8 AM - 6 PM. Sun: 9 AM - 5 PM •  .................................................................................540-5355
 
 For advertising information, email southwood.homeowners@gmail.com or call 424-226-6428 

All advertisers’ phone numbers are in the 310 area code. 

Please support the Southwood Advertisers. 

. 

SOUTHWOOD NEWSLETTER ADVERTISING DIRECTORY 
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